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acres, now found themselves reduced to being serfs, or,
as they were sometimes called, villeins.

We must see what this meant for them. In the first
place, they were no longer free. They were bound to the serfs,
land and could not leave it. They were forced to work
three or four days in each week on their lord's estate,
without being paid for doing so. They could not give
their daughters in marriage without their lord's leave.
And beyond all this, they were in his power. He could
punish them almost as he chose by fining them, or causing
them to be flogged, and they could not get any redress.
This was bad enough, but it was made worse by the
fact that their lords were almost always foreigners. The
Normans despised the English. They called them " dogs
of Saxons ", and treated them worse than dogs. They
did not understand the English tongue, and paid no
attention to what the English said or felt. William might
pretend that he had, after all, only taken the place of
Harold on the English throne, but to the English he was
indeed a conqueror, and a very hard conqueror as well.

The English might think their new position a bad one,
and so indeed it was, but it might have been worse ;
we shall see that it became so when the strong hand

William and his 'sons was removed. The fact was that Barons.
William ruled sternly, but he ruled all alike. He had been
himself a feudal vassal before he became a feudal king.
As Duke of Normandy he had been so strong in his own
dominions that he could disobey his superior, the King
of France, altogether. He was not willing to let his barons
be as troublesome to him in England as he himself had
been to the King of France. So he did two very wise
things.

First:   William summoned all the sub-tenants who
were of any consequence to Salisbury, and made them oath at^
swear that they would be faithful to him before any low. ury'